
Noon Bible Study: Exile (Pt. 2)
Review From Last Week:

 Judah Exiled To Babylon
 Jeremiah’s Prophecy: 70 Years
 God’s Message To Exiles In Babylon - “live your life.”
 Sorrowful Hope

This Week: What’s happening in Babylon

Last week we reviewed Jeremiah’s prophecy of a 70 year exile for the remnant of Judah.

Jeremiah 25:8-11 - "Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Because you have not obeyed My words,  9 
behold, I will send and take all the families of the north,' declares the LORD, 'and I will send to 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, My servant, and will bring them against this land and against its 
inhabitants and against all these nations round about; and I will utterly destroy them and make them a 
horror and a hissing, and an everlasting desolation.  10 'Moreover, I will take from them the voice of joy 
and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the sound of the 
millstones and the light of the lamp.  11 'This whole land will be a desolation and a horror, and these 
nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years.

For 70 years, the exiles will wait, live (and die) hope and pray.  Time will pass and the empire of Babylon will rule 
and thrive.  But remarkably, some of the children of Abraham will be favored and thrive while they are exiles.  One 
such exile was Daniel, who served Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian kings.  With a better understanding of the 
historical events and the cast of characters, let’s look at the context of the book of Daniel.

Daniel 1:1-7 - Daniel & Friends Captive To Babylon

This took place during the final years of Judah.  Nebuchadnezzar begins his siege againstst Jerusalem and initially 
takes captive a group of royalty and other special people to be his servants. This happened during the events we 
read in 2 Kings 23-24:

2 Kings 23:36-24:2 - Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven years 
in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Zebidah the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah.  37 He did evil in the 
sight of the LORD, according to all that his fathers had done. 24:1 In (Jehoiakim’s) days Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant for three years; then he turned and rebelled 
against him.  2 The LORD sent against him bands of Chaldeans, bands of Arameans, bands of Moabites, and 
bands of Ammonites. So He sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the LORD which He 
had spoken through His servants the prophets. 
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Daniel 1:8-13 - The Hebrew men choose to honor God while captive in Babylon

Daniel 1:14-21 - Nebuchadnezzar Favors Daniel & His Friends

Because of their desire to honor God, God favors Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.  They are exalted before 
Nebuchadnezzar and will be a part of his royal advisor court.  

Daniel chapter 2 will tell of when Daniel correctly recounts and interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.   As a result of God 
working through Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar exalts him

Daniel 2:46-49

Daniel 3 tells the story of the 3 men who are rescued from the fiery furnace.  As a result of this miracle, Nebuchadnezzar 
praises the LORD!

Daniel 3:28-30

We see 2 great things from the lives of these 4 faithful men. First, we see how they modeled an uncompromising devotion to 
the LORD and His ways in the midst of a foreign land.  They are surrounded by idolatry, compromise and pressure and yet they 
never waver to follow the true God.  Secondly, we see how their otherworldly example and fidelity to the LORD was noticed 
by those around them.  Whether through persecution from those who were jealous or favor and exaltation by the king, they 
stood out and let their “light shine.”  We would do well to follow their examples in our day.

Let's pause for a moment and consider what we have just learned.

The people of God have been exiled to Babylon because of their habitual sin. They will stay in exile for 70 years.  That 
word is sure. And yet while in exile the LORD encourages them to live life, stay faithful and have hope.  And He works in and 
through his people, while in exile, to further His purposes and spread his fame. And he calls for his people to have hope that 
the exile end after the appointed time.  Even while in a foreign land because of their rebellion, the LORD is with His people - 
and He works through those who “make up their mind” (Daniel 1:8) to live for Him. There is truly no one like the LORD.

Back to our story. During Daniel’s life, we observe that He was a man who faithfully prayed.

Daniel 6:10 (NLT) - But when Daniel learned that the law had been signed, he went home and knelt down as usual in 
his upstairs room, with its windows open toward Jerusalem. He prayed three times a day, just as he had always done, 
giving thanks to his God.

As the time passes during the 70 year exile, Daniel, who was one of the first captives taken as a young man, has now 
grown older.  Yet his devotion to prayer continues.  As we get towards the end of the book of Daniel and the end of his 
years, we an amazing prayer of Daniel recorded in the Bible.
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Daniel 9:1-19 - Daniel’s Prayer

v. 1-2 - Timing of Daniel’s prayer - Daniel had been paying attention to the word of the LORD.  He had been reading 
the “books” (perhaps some of Jeremiah’s letters?) and realized that was approaching the end of the 70 years!  So he 
fasted, mourned and prayed.

How Daniel Prays - Notice the language used by Daniel as he prays - “we” and “us” are used far more than “they” 
or “them”.  Daniel is likely one of the most righteous men in the world and yet he includes himself in the nation as 
those who have not been faithful to the LORD.  He models how to pray a prayer of confession and repentance. He 
exalts God and His ways and rather than blaming those who had sinned (ex: Manasseh or false prophets) or being 
bitter towards the people who “caused” the exile - he is on his knees on behalf of the entire nation.

Daniel 9:20-23 - God Responds To Daniel’s Prayer

We won’t spend the time today looking at the specific details of Gabriel’s response, but I wanted to highlight the 
fact that God sends an angel (Gabriel no less!) to confirm to Daniel that his prayer had been heard!  Wow! The LORD 
confirms to Daniel that the decree will be made for the people to return to Jerusalem and the temple of the LORD, 
which currently lies desolate, will be rebuilt.

There is one final thing to review in light of Daniel’s prayer for forgiveness and restoration.  We need to go back 
to when the temple itself was first dedicated.  Construction on the permanent location for the worship of Yahweh 
has been completed under Solomon’s direction and the glory of the LORD will fill the house.  And before the people 
enter the gates and courts, Solomon prayed a lengthy prayer of dedication for the house.  When the glory of the 
LORD filled the temple that day, it was confirmation that the LORD had heard and taken note of the words Solomon 
prayed.  Let’s revisit one of the things King Solomon had prayed for the people of God in relationship to the house of 
the LORD in Jerusalem:

1 Kings 8:46-52 - "When they sin against You (for there is no man who does not sin) and You are angry with 
them and deliver them to an enemy, so that they take them away captive to the land of the enemy, far off 
or near;  47 if they take thought in the land where they have been taken captive, and repent and make 
supplication to You in the land of those who have taken them captive, saying, 'We have sinned and have 
committed iniquity, we have acted wickedly';  48 if they return to You with all their heart and with all 
their soul in the land of their enemies who have taken them captive, and pray to You toward their land 
which You have given to their fathers, the city which You have chosen, and the house which I have built for 
Your name;  49 then hear their prayer and their supplication in heaven Your dwelling place, and maintain 
their cause,  50 and forgive Your people who have sinned against You and all their transgressions which 
they have transgressed against You, and make them objects of compassion before those who have taken them 
captive, that they may have compassion on them  51 (for they are Your people and Your inheritance which 
You have brought forth from Egypt, from the midst of the iron furnace),  52 that Your eyes may be open to 
the supplication of Your servant and to the supplication of Your people Israel, to listen to them whenever 
they call to You.
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Solomon asked for the LORD to regard prayers prayed towards Jerusalem if God’s people ever sinned to the point of being 
exiled from Jerusalem as punishment!  This is likely why Daniel prayed the way he did during the years of his exile from 
Jerusalem.  Remember how he was praying in Daniel 6?

Daniel 6:10 (NLT) - But when Daniel learned that the law had been signed, he went home and knelt down as usual in 
his upstairs room, with its windows open toward Jerusalem. He prayed three times a day, just as he had always done, 
giving thanks to his God.

God had appointed the time of the exile to be 70 years through Jeremiah’s word - but I am sure that the prayers of men like 
Daniel ensured this day came.  In response to Daniel’s prayer, at the end of the 70 years, the LORD determines to bring His 
people back “home.”  And with that we move towards the time of the books of Ezra & Nehemiah.
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